Minesweeper Yahoo! Club

Archive of messages from the Yahoo! Club “minesweeper”. Founded 8 Mar 2000.
For a history of the club visit: http://www.minesweeper.info/wiki/Minesweeper_(Yahoo_Club)
Editor notes are in red.

Description

	
The purpose of this club is simple: Post your Best Times for this classic Windows game here.


1
EarthBoar


8 Mar 2000
[NOTE: Gregory Lewis]
Members may post their scores, and may also post their Best Times "Certificate". How do I do that, you ask? Easy: Open the game Minesweeper. Now, left-click on Game from the menu bar, then left-click on "Best Times" from the Game menu. A window pops open revealing the best times as played on that computer. Now, if you hold down the ALT key, and then press the PrntScrn key, you will have copied the image of your Best Times "Certificate" into clipboard memory. The next step is to get that image out of clipboard memory and into a picture that you can save to your hard drive. Immediately open up a paint program, such as Windows Paint, or PaintShop Pro, or any one of numerous other paint programs, and then Paste into new image. In most programs, you simply choose Edit/Paste, and this will create a new image which is whatever happens to be in clipboard memory at that time. Now that you have made a picture out of your "Certificate", save it as a .GIF, .BMP, or .JPG. Remember where on your hard drive you saved it, because the next thing you are going to do is to enter this very club, march right into the Photos section, and upload your pic. Feel free to make your own folders, as you may be updating the "Certificate" as frequently as your Best Times scores improve through practice.

2
EarthBoar


Fri Mar 10, 2000 2:25 am 

My Best Times 

Beginner: 12 sec. Intermediate: 73 sec. Expert: 386 sec.

3
martin_o_b


Sun Apr 16, 2000 11:40 pm 

My Best Times - Try To Beat Me!!! 

My best times are 4 sec (beginner), 41 sec (advanced) and (incredible but true!) 84 sec (expert level). Who can beat me?

If you are bored with those three levels, try to play the advanced level with 80 mines. quite hard but some day you'll manage... Martin

4
str8_as



Tue May 2, 2000 6:17 am 

Well, I beat you in 2 out of 3:
Beginner: 2 sec
Intermediate: 26 sec

But what I'm really trying to do is break the 100-sec barrier. The closest I've come to is 110 sec. I envy u, Martin. I'd rather break this barrier rather than top the beginner & advanced levels.

5
Earthboar


Wed May 3, 2000 11:46 am 

How do you guys do it??? 

2 second beginner!!! 26 second intermediate! Wow....I must see how this is done.

6
str8_as



Mon May 8, 2000 8:10 am 

Re: How do you guys do it??? 

Well, the 2 second beginner is actually just out of pure luck. It just took me about 2 clicks for the whole thing to actually clear up.

7
martin_o_b


Tue May 9, 2000 2:36 pm 

It's becoming interesting... 

Now it's 2:1 for you (or actually 2:2 if we count the intermediate game with 80 instead of 40 bombs) but be sure that I'll play the "normal" intermediate game again soon - I haven't for ages. I don't really think somebody can beat your result of the beginner's level though.
But anyway: Finally I found somebody who can do a really good job! 

Martin

8
str8_as



Thu May 11, 2000 8:35 am 

Re: It's becoming interesting... 

What do u mean intermediate with 80 bombs? Is it supposed to come from the custom option of something? Well, if it's from the custom, indeed, then there wouldn't be any fastest times, would there?

9
martin_o_b


Tue May 16, 2000 11:54 am 

Re: oops! I did it again... 

I just managed the intermediate with 80 bombs again (238 sec), and this time (thanks to Gregory) I even managed to save the screen. Yes, it is a custom option - the best times are not saved but for me the "normal" game is not too interesting anymore. I know that I will hardly be better than the times I reached some time ago (I usually only play expert level, though).
Anyway, if you know something about algebra you understand that intermediate with 80 bombs is NOT twice as difficult as with 40 but even harder. If you want me to be honest: I didn't believe it was possible. Have a try if you don't believe me.
Has anybody an idea how I can post the screen I've saved (in case you don't believe me)?
Martin

10
str8_as



Wed May 17, 2000 5:20 am 

Guess what?! 

Hey, I found someone who actually clocked a 1-sec best time on the beginner level! He said he only needed one click for the whole thing to clear up. And guess what?! He doesn't even know how to play minesweeper!!!

11
EarthBoar


Thu May 18, 2000 2:24 am 

Re: Guess what?! 

1 second? That is awesome. Wish it would happen to me.
My hypothesis that every game is winnable by applying a complete known set of rules is
proving null. At least some games come down to luck, an equal probability that each of several locations may be the spot with the bomb, with no certain "rule" that can determine exactly which of those spots has the bomb.

12
EarthBoar


Sun May 21, 2000 11:19 pm 

Re: oops! Posting Your Screen 

Martin, you can post your saved screen by clicking the Photos section (look to the frame on your left!) and adding an album, or just upload your saved image to an existing album.
Gregory

13
the_fox256


Sun May 28, 2000 7:34 am 

Scores 

Hey all, i just joined the club, my best scores are
Beginner: 13 seconds
Int. 79 seconds
Expert: 350 seconds
I look fwd to trying and betting all your records:)

14
lootey



Thu Jun 1, 2000 7:45 pm 

Hi, newcomer here 

my best time so far (I dont play beg, or imntermediate) On Expert :195 seconds. So Far that is! I play this game like 3 hours a day (minimum)...i am a total addict (and very bored) lol
Bye!!
15
EarthBoar


Fri Jun 2, 2000 11:55 am 

Re: Hi, newcomer here 

way to go, Lootey! You've joined the right club for your addiction.
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jackmitcham


Thu Jun 29, 2000 6:24 pm 

Hello 

I'm new to the club, and I must have no life to join it. I just beat my old expert record of 152 a
minute or 2 ago. got 136. I am proud of myself...heheheh. Let me check my other scores......9 for beginner and 43 for intermediate. I never play those levels anymore.

17
kydash



Sun Jul 2, 2000 6:10 pm 
[NOTE: Kyle Shrader, Arizona]
My scores 

My best scores are: Beginner-7 sec., Intermediate-38 sec., Expert-119 sec.
I'm pretty sure I can beat my intermediate score and get under a 100 on expert, so if I do either one I'll post it.
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EarthBoar


Mon Jul 3, 2000 2:51 am 

thanks guys, keep up the good work! 

Especially to some of our newer members. We don't have a life, oh well. Cheers and a happy 4th! Try to catch some fireworks between sessions.
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jackmitcham


Tue Jul 11, 2000 2:05 am 

My new record 

Hey, I just made 129 for expert, just to keep you posted.

20
revolvolution


Thu Jul 13, 2000 3:43 am 

new person 

hello, i am addicted to minesweeper. its cool to see people with such great scores. as of now my best times are 9,45, and 134. see ya later
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str8_as



Mon Jul 17, 2000 6:53 am 

Re: My scores 

Hey Kydash, how bout a contest? First to break 100. Dare?

22
bobby64poop64

Sun Aug 6, 2000 8:28 pm 

came across this club 

7 29 and 78 respectively

23
onein6000000000

Thu Aug 10, 2000 3:36 pm 

??? 

In all my time of being addicted to Minesweeper (all of 6 months) I still haven't figured out what the '?' do and how to use them. Can someone please explain their purpose to me?

24
EarthBoar


Fri Aug 11, 2000 11:41 am 

Re: ??? 

I think the "?" is a test spot (click on a spot until the "?" appears) where you can try a spot before committing a flag to that spot.

25
jackmitcham


Sat Aug 12, 2000 9:55 am 

Re: ??? 

Nah, the '?' thing is a waste of time. It is used to punish those who accidentally click.

26
jackmitcham


Sun Aug 20, 2000 6:29 am 

See ya 

I'm goin to leave this club.. it says that I belong to too many clubs, and I need to resign from some... see ya!
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hello_randy_ho


Mon Aug 21, 2000 7:37 am 

My best times 

Hi everyone,
I just joined this club
I love to play Minesweeper
My records are beginner 4, intermediate 24, expert 81
bye

28
nuke_arrow


Wed Sep 13, 2000 8:15 am 

Re: My best times 

Hi everyone i'm new here too. Wow randy your times are really good man! Mine are.
Beginner-7
Intermediate-59
Expert-300+
Hey any secret tips? Everytime i play the expert game i have to end it in a guessing game and my guesses are all wrong. Is there a trick to it?
-=Nuke=-

29
nuke_arrow


Wed Sep 13, 2000 8:19 am 

Are there any other versions 

Are there any other versions of minesweeper?

30
EarthBoar


Sat Sep 16, 2000 4:16 pm 

Re: My best times 

Martin, one of the members here, suggests don't click on the bombs until last, that saves you
time.About guessing at the end, I keep wondering if there are rules that always apply. Like, is there always a bomb in at least one corner? etc.

31
EarthBoar


Sat Sep 16, 2000 4:17 pm 

Re: Are there any other versions 

I haven't seen any other vesions

32
hello_randy_ho


Sun Sep 17, 2000 11:58 pm 

Re: My best times 

I know that once you click on all of the non-mined squares, then all of the bombs get filled in
automatically and you finish the game. 
I find this useful only for Beginner level, that's where you can save a lot of time by visualizing where the mines are but not marking them. I don't find it useful for Intermediate or Expert because you aren't able to clear a lot of mines at once by clicking both left and right
mouse buttons at the same time.

33
Wangoman


Sun Sep 24, 2000 7:57 am 

Re: Are there any other versions 

There is something called Professional Minesweeper. Search for it on www.downloads.com

34
swannaplay


Sat Oct 21, 2000 10:40 am 

My records 

Hi guys am kind addicted too :)
I've just scored 113 in the expert, I havn't played since a while.
Just a point: two years ago I had some problems with my PC clock and I thought I was getting good scores but discovered that there is a delay in the clock, are you sure it is not the case for some records posted here :)
Have fun
[NOTE: See http://www.minesweeper.info/wiki/Timer_Lag ]
35
EarthBoar


Tue Nov 14, 2000 12:11 am 

Re: My records 

that's a distinct possibility, but that would more likely result in longer game times. As an aside, the week before daylight savings I called my friend to remind him that he should set his clock back one hour, as my computer was telling me it was a little before six o'clock and not seven o'clock like my other clocks were reporting. The problem was not daylight savings, however, it was a low CMOS battery that was slowing my computer clock down. About $2.50 later, and a trip to Radio Shack, the problem was solved.

36
nuke_arrow


Fri Nov 17, 2000 7:09 am 

4 seconds!!!!!!!!!! 

Finally i've achived a 4 second record in my beginner!! I have a 30 second record for my intermediate and i'm still hopiing to improve it. I'm eager to know if anyone has done something lower than 4 seconds for beginner!!
-=Nuke=-

37
EarthBoar


Sun Nov 26, 2000 5:15 pm 

Re: 4 seconds!!!!!!!!!! 

that's awesome nuke
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trin20t



Sun Mar 4, 2001 8:35 pm 

[NOTE: Trinette Rani Johnson, Ohio]

New and broke a old record 

Hi fellow Minesweeper addics,
I'm new to the club.I was searching actually and i found it finally the club for Minesweeper. I must say it's the best game on Windows don't you all agree? ;-)
Today i beat my old scoring record of beating it in 10 seconds to beating it in 5! 

I'm getting good at it now.It should to be hard to keep from getting blownup by the mines.I found out counting 1 then 2 and clicking the second time works in some cases.Glad to see i'm not the only Minesweeper lover, glad to be a member!
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trin20t



Sun Mar 4, 2001 8:36 pm 

New and broke a old record 

Hi fellow Minesweeper addics,
I'm new to the club.I was searching actually and i found it finally the club for Minesweeper.I must say it's the best game on Windows don't you all agree? ;-)
Today i beat my old scoring record of beating it in 10 seconds to beating it in 5!
I'm getting good at it now.It was hard to keep from getting blownup by the mines. I found out
counting 1 then 2 and clicking the second time works in some cases.Glad to see i'm not the only Minesweeper lover, glad to be a member!

40
jen42880


Mon May 7, 2001 7:15 am 
[NOTE: Jennifer Duane, Ohio]
Just wanted to brag about my times :) 

I play a lot, but it's not even an obsession anymore, it's just an integral part of my life.. like..
eating.. brushing my teeth. I don't even think about it anymore. But, I doubt my times reflect this. 4, 24, 87 are my best times. Hey, I even won like 35 bucks at this worldwinner site for playing minesweeper.. but I decided not to get involved in that anymore :)

41
jen42880


Mon May 7, 2001 7:30 am 

advice 

And some advice for newbies or even oldies who haven't clicked to yet. Um, basically, it's random, after you've reached a certain skill level, it tapers off and you don't get better. You simply get good times on games where the mines are in convenient areas and are spread out in such a way that you can clear them easily.
I've found that if you memorise the patterns (and you do this inadvertently after playing so many times) it becomes easier, so you don't really have to even think about what you're doing. I can hold conversations with people, etc. while playing minesweeper, it's like driving.. where you can get from point a to point b without even realising it. Autopilotness.
Thirdly, if you right click on mines to flag them, you can double click, that is, hold down both the left and right mouse buttons, around the flag to clear the empty spaces faster. Also, set your minesweeping to not have question marks, it just makes it a lot  asier :)
Yep, that's about it for now.
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jen42880


Mon May 7, 2001 11:22 am 

for a demo of minesweeping, go here... 

http://www.geocities.com/jen42880/blah.html?989239485545
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jen42880


Tue May 8, 2001 5:07 pm 

scratch that; for game demo go here
http://www.geocities.com/jen42880/minesweeper.html

44
blue_lensman


Sat May 12, 2001 3:33 am 
[NOTE: Peter from Scotland]
My times 

I thought I'd post my times just for fun.
5, 29, 108
It's good to see people who have got better times than I have. My sister is convinced that I
cheat, but I enjoy it too much for that ;)
lucj

45
EarthBoar


Sun May 13, 2001 1:40 pm 

Re: scratch that; for game demo go here 

hey jen, your link are kind of fun!
-The Earthy One

46
Wangoman


Tue Jun 12, 2001 7:21 am 

My Best Time 

Umm...my best time for intermediate is 16 sec. I don't know, keep trying guys, you'll do better. I don't play beginner cause it's too easy and expert always requires luck (watch out for those 4-2 traps!).

47
thedarknessofday

Mon Jun 25, 2001 12:09 pm 

International Campaign to Ban Winmine 

Well there is more PC BULLS**T coming your way.
:(  I just though you would like to see this for yourselfs. Plus they have a minesweeper-like clone on the website. 

http://rcm.usr.dsi.unimi.it/rcmweb/fnm/ 

P.S. I just got 16sec for intermediate
"OOOohhhhh yje humanity"
[NOTE: ICBW site exists at http://www.minesweeper.info/archive/ ]
48
Bones_Malone


Thu Jul 19, 2001 4:15 pm 

172 

I've played on so many different computers that I'm not sure of my best times. All I know is that my best for Beginner is 6 seconds. What I've been doing lately is setting the field to have the greatest possible space and then seeing how many mines I can find. I was able to find 172 mines in the largest field just today. Now I'll have to try for 173. Anyone tried this?

49
crstl24



Wed Jul 25, 2001 4:36 pm 

Game 

Hello. I'm a new member. I'm not a fanatic about the game but it's sometimes a nice way to kill time. I play the solitaire game using the Las Vegas scoring where you pay $52 for the deck and get back $5 for exch card placed on top. I play a minesweeper game with myself the same way. Here are the rules for the expert game.
Game entry costs $100
Get to 50 and win $100
Get to 40 and win $150
Get to 30 and win $200
Get to 20 and win $250
Get to 10 and win $300
Clear all wins $500
Time limit is 5 min. Wherever you are then is it. Player can click on as many squares as necessary to begin until the game clears a space itself. If you hit a mine before that you begin again with no penalty.
Just a fun thing and I'm glad it's not REAL $$$.
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jazz5884


Tue Aug 7, 2001 5:04 am 

Where can I get a better Minesweeper?

51
scottyshawcroft


Wed Aug 8, 2001 5:52 am 

My times 

For Beginner its 8 sec
Intermediate 176 sec
Expert 672 sec :-)
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jazz5884


Wed Aug 8, 2001 5:58 am 

my scores 

Beginer-11 Intermediate-71 Expert-411

53
jazz5884


Thu Aug 9, 2001 3:54 am 

Re: My times 

How did you get 8 secs?! How long did it take you to be that lucky? Do you have any stradgies or just random clicking. I don't even remember which way I got only 11 seconds. Even now I can't get a score even close to 11 seconds.

54
purpletentacle1977ca

Sun Oct 21, 2001 12:41 am 

[NOTE: Jimmy Vermeer, Hamilton, ON, Canada]
Re: ??? 

The ? symbols that appear when you right-click again on an unopened square simply mean that you're not sure whether it's a mine or not, or that you're experimenting to see what the possibilities are if it is a mine. You can disable this feature by going to the game menu and unchecking Marks. I always play with this option disabled, and as you will see from my scores, that's probably best. They only hamper me, and I can tell almost instantly whether something is a mine or not.

55
purpletentacle1977ca

Sun Oct 21, 2001 12:46 am 

Re: My best times 

It seems to me that mines have a tendency to clump together rather than spread out relatively
evenly. I'm not sure if that's a statistical normality, but if I ever have to make a 50-50 guess, I usually take the one that's closer to other mines. What can I say? I'm right half the time. Often there are 2 mines left and 4 unopened spaces left, and I know it's either these two, or the other two. Still a 50-50 chance. Sucks if I guess wrong. That's life. If I know I have to take a guess, I just do it without spending much time pondering it. Better dead after 79 seconds than dead after 80 seconds. Gotta start over and continue to feed my addiction.

56
purpletentacle1977ca

Sun Oct 21, 2001 12:50 am 

Re: My best times 

EarthBoar, I have played many games in which there weren't bombs in any of the 4 corners. I usually click on the corners first because they're more likely to open up (i.e. not be near other spaces with bombs) than other squares. My reasoning? A corner square is adjacent to only 3 other squares, while a side square is adjacent to 5, and a center square is adjacent to 8. More likely that 3 given squares will not contain any bombs than that 5 or 8 given squares will not contain any bombs.
As for not clicking on the bombs till last, that's a huge waste of time (although an interesting challenge if you're not playing for time). By marking the mines correctly, you can open up several squares at once by using the middle button (if you're using a 3-button mouse) or the left and right buttons simultaneously (if you're using a 2-button mouse or if the middle button doesn't work). However, doing this will kill you if you have the right number of mines marked but in the wrong positions.

57
purpletentacle1977ca

Sun Oct 21, 2001 12:53 am 

Re: My records 

A delay in the computer clock will cause shorter game times, but the odds of this actually having a noticable impact on your minesweeper scores are minimal, because the computer clocks will lose only a few seconds in a week. It may have affected my score, but not by more than a second, so I think my scores are still pretty darn impressive.

58
purpletentacle1977ca

Sun Oct 21, 2001 1:06 am 

Wangoman 

Expert always requires luck? Not so. It often requires luck, but I have played expert games where there was absolutely no guessing required (people who watch me play think I'm doing guessing, but I'm actually making logical choices based on patterns that I've memorized).

59
purpletentacle1977ca

Sun Oct 21, 2001 1:32 am 

purpletentacle1977ca's best times 

Beginner: 4 seconds
Intermediate: 27 seconds
Expert: 80 seconds
I'm way better at the game than anyone I know, and I was led to believe I was the best in the world at it, until I joined this club and discovered that 3 people had beaten my intermediate score (2 with a magnificent score of 16) and 1 person beat my expert score by 2 seconds (78 instead of 80). A fellow from Israel with whom I was playing backgammon told me that he had cleared the expert minesweeper in 59 seconds. I have to see that to believe it.
I, too, have experimented with adding one mine every time I clear the biggest possible board. I've successfully cleared the custom 24x30 board with 196 mines. I can't remember what my time was, but I've got it saved as a .clp file, which I may post to this club later on. I've tried many times to do it with 197 mines, and I must admit it's getting pretty darn hard. I think I'll quit once I reach 200, unless someone else here reaches 201, in which case I'll have to do it too just so that I'm not left behind.

60
lightwood_2000

Wed Oct 24, 2001 9:48 am 
[NOTE: Glenn from the UK]

Ego trippin' is fun... ; ) 

I've been curious about the state of Minesweeper hi-scores for a while now, so I searched y'all out.. And I could hardly leave without posting my own, now could I..? ;)
B: 2s
I: 24s
E: 75s
These are to the best of my pathetic memory, at any rate.. Cheers.
61
purpletentacle1977ca

Wed Oct 24, 2001 4:24 pm 

Re: Ego trippin' is fun... ; ) 

Whoa, lightwood_2000!
2, 24, and 75! That beats any scores I've seen so far! And I thought mine (4, 27, 80) were unbeatable. I guess I'll really have to get my butt in gear to beat your scores. How many
mines can you do on a 24x30 board? I'm at 196 still.
Hey, if there are any Minesweeper junkies in the Hamilton, Ontario area, maybe we could meet up and watch each other fly.

62
malanx



Wed Nov 7, 2001 2:18 am 

Re: Ego trippin' is fun AND EASY 

just thought i should let yolu guys knwo that i am addicted to minesweeper i cannot beet your times though. If you ever want piss off a persont hat is better than you at minesweeper open the file "mine.ini" There they have settings and if you have half a brain you can tweak it so it looks like you have the best minesweeper scores known to man

63
purpletentacle1977ca

Wed Nov 7, 2001 4:17 am 

Re: Ego trippin' is fun AND EASY 

Yes, I'm well aware of that. I'm also aware of another way to cheat. There's a way to stop the clock. I think you press Esc while holding down the mouse buttons or something. Anyway, if you're gonna claim a great score, you better be able to prove that you're capable of it in case anyone visits you and says, "Show me how you play Minesweeper so fast."
As for me, people who watch me play are stunned at how fast I am.
And if you have (more than) half a brain, you won't alter the winmine.ini file (maybe it's mine.ini in other versions of the game) to reflect scores you didn't earn.
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eduardo_cros


Sat Nov 10, 2001 11:24 am 

[NOTE: Eduardo Cros from Spain]

Hi, I'm new 

Hi, I've just found this group and I'm glad to see there are so much people that like minesweeper as much as I do.
I'm Edu from Barcelone (Spain) and I'm 22, now.
I've been playing minesweeper for some years and my best times are 3-17-58. Three summers ago I did also a website about the game, but it isn't very good, so I'm now making a new one and I'm quite proud of it, I'll tell you the address when it'll be finished.
Bye, Edu.
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purpletentacle1977ca

Sat Nov 10, 2001 3:39 pm 

Re: Hi, I'm new 

Well done, Eduardo! I don't think anyone has achieved what you have in Minesweeper! Welcome to the club.

66
eduardo_cros


Sat Nov 10, 2001 9:54 pm 

Re: Hi, I'm new 

If you mean my best times I must tell you that there are other people better than me. You can see a world's best players ranking at http://metanoodle.com/minesweeper/ and you'll see I'm nº9 (in all three levels). The best is Lanyje, from Denmark, with 44 in expert.
[NOTE: Current site is http://www.minesweeper.info ]
67
purpletentacle1977ca

Sun Nov 11, 2001 7:28 pm 

Re: Hi, I'm new 

I just checked the list... wow, I'm not even good enough to be on the list! Your total score for all 3 skill levels has to be less than 100 and mine is 111. Oh well, there must be something ELSE that I'm the best in the world at. :)

68
EarthBoar


Mon Nov 19, 2001 11:46 pm 

Re: Hi, I'm new 

Purpletentacle,
I'm sure you are the best at something. If this club only posted the world's highest score, this would be a club of one, and that's not a club at all. Anyway, it's a fun game and that's all that matters.
the Earthy One

69
schrysler


Tue Dec 18, 2001 9:48 pm 

Minesweeper list 

I want to invite you all to join the Minesweeper Addicts mailing list on Yahoo Groups. It has 75 members and is used to discuss anything related to Minesweeper. Some of you are already on the list (like Eduardo), but some of you might not know about it. If you are interested, you can go here to read more and subscribe:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/minesweeper-addicts 

or just email me, and I can subscribe you.
[NOTE: See http://www.minesweeper.info/wiki/Minesweeper_Addicts for more information.]
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eduardo_cros


Fri Dec 21, 2001 10:47 pm 

Re: Minesweeper list 

There has been a new member in minesweeper-addicts so I suppose your message has been successful but not enough, so the others can join the group too, let's see if we get the 100 members...

71
EarthBoar


Fri Jan 4, 2002 12:55 am 

Re: Minesweeper list 

that would be cool. Minesweeper is narrow, but deep.
the earthy one

72
ambarian3


Thu Feb 21, 2002 7:15 am 
[NOTE: Chris Ambarian, California]
24x30x197 

Hi, I'm Chris, just joined officially but have been reading your posts for a while now. Nice to be among fellow sweep fans.
I liked speed sweeping on standard boards for a long time, but got bored with that once I read purpletentacle's post (message 61, dated 10/24/01), about seeing how many mines you can clear on a 24x30 (maximum size) board. It's a lot more fun and challenging (and frustrating!).
I have been wracking my brain (in between fits and seizures) to do 197. 
Today I done it. I took a screen shot of it for posterity. Now what??? Come on, 198! 

Peace everyone
c.a.

73
eduardo_cros


Fri Feb 22, 2002 8:15 pm 

Re: 24x30x197 

Wellcome to the group, I'll try the 198 just now.

74
fabiu26



Fri Mar 15, 2002 10:53 am 

My personal records 

Hello everyone, I'm Italian and theese are my actual records: 7 - 38 – 119
(good, but not enough, as I can see!)
Bye
Fabio
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eduardo_cros


Sun Mar 17, 2002 7:16 pm 

Re: My personal records 

Hi, I'm glad to see that there are newcommings, benvenutti (I hope I've said that well, wellcome anyway)

76
earthboar


Tue Mar 26, 2002 11:35 am 

Re: International Campaign to Ban Winmine 

Wow, what a sad waste of time. But then, so is Minesweeper? But playing minesweeper is fun, deleting minesweeper from my computer is no fun at all! I'm sad about the victims of landmines, which there are too mny of. But it has nothing to do with the windows game "minesweeper".

77
earthboar


Tue Mar 26, 2002 11:38 am 

Re: My personal records 

Cool, 7 sec.... 6 sec... how do you guys do it? I think that guy Martin who used to visit here suggested NOT turning over the mines until the end of the game, to save time. Well, you guys are doing better than I've done.
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earthboar


Tue Mar 26, 2002 11:40 am 

Since this club became a Yahoo "Group", the title of our club changed from minesweeper into minesweeper2. But we can't get too bent out of shape, since the "minesweeper" group is the real thing, navy vessels that sweep the sea of mines!
79
purpletentacle1977ca

Tue Mar 26, 2002 1:40 pm 

Re: My personal records 

My records are (still) 4, 27, and 80. You should definitely mark the mines as you go, so that you can quickly clear them away using your left and right button at the same time, or your middle button if you have one. But lately I've been occupied with Chip's Challenge (more fun than minesweeper, if you ask me). If anyone's interested, I have a website about Chip's Challenge at http://www.geocities.com/purpletentacle1977ca
Check out my links, photos, and FAQs, and download the official sequel to CC. Tell me your scores so I can add you to the high score lists (which is a bit of a misnomer at this time, as I'm also listing some really bad scores on it).

[NOTE: Chip’s Challenge was one of the games (including Minesweeper) that ws released as part of the Windows Entertainment Pack http://www.minesweeper.info/wiki/WEP ]
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eduardo_cros


Mon Apr 1, 2002 10:59 pm 

I've seen some new messages, the only new ones since "we" moved to groups. I sincerely preferred the club, you could see if there was someone online, now you must look at members section. Well, maybe it's a bit late but if you want to join the active ranking (bi-weekly updated with the best times of the week) you should visit http://case.twobit.net there are very good players and times there, it's interesting to take a look at it. About the International Campaign to Ban Winmine, I agree with you, real mines are bad but minesweeper is not an offence for their victims, it's more like a tribute to those who risk their lifes to defuse them and so save some lifes. I think that ban minesweeper just for that would be the same silly idea that ban chess for being a racist game that leads to cannibal...
[NOTE: http://www.minesweeper.info/wiki/Active_Ranking ]
81
purpletentacle1977ca

Tue Apr 2, 2002 7:49 pm 

Re: International Campaign to Ban Winmine 

Try as they might, they really can't ban winmine. They'd have to come to my house armed and remove it by force. Plus I will have backups and I will e-mail the backups to anyone who asks.
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fabiu26



Mon Apr 15, 2002 9:21 am 

Re: International Campaign to Ban Winmine 

In my opinion,an international campaign ti ban winmine is a very very very stupid thing.

In Italy there was a lot of discussion about mines and mines field (Italy is one of major exporter of mines,sorry)but nothing has changed so far.

If one nation doesn't obtain not at all in the really serious matters (like mines exportation),being worried about a videogame is useless

By the way, my new records are: 6 - 37 - 109

[NOTE: Messages 83 and 84 were deleted by the admin]
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str8_as



Thu Dec 5, 2002 5:33 am 

I'm so ecstatic at the moment! I got a 96 yesterday on the expert level! This is the first time I've actually broken the 100-second barrier after years and years of playing the game. Anyway, I've included screenshots in the photos album...
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str8_as



Thu Dec 5, 2002 5:43 am 

Hmmph... I can't seem to post my snapshots... A message says that my access is denied... oh well...
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earthboar


Thu Dec 12, 2002 1:59 am 

Re: Access Denied 

Wel dang, let me see what I can do about that! - e.b.
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earthboar


Thu Dec 12, 2002 2:03 am 

Re: Access Denied 

hmmm....according to my group settings, all members can upload and view files. Try again, when you get a chance. - E.B.
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earthboar


Sun Oct 26, 2003 11:44 am 

hmmm....I've been playing this game again. I'm trying to get to the point where instead of playing against time, I'm playing more methodically. In every game, I can deduce the location or the absence of a mine down to a resolution of 2 squares. It is possible to grow one or more incidents of two "undecided" squares in any game. These are two squares, which I think are always adjacent to one another, but I haven't made enough observations of this to be 100% certain, and one of them is definitely a bomb while the other isn't: it is a Boolean OR decision. In these cases, you, the player, have absolutely no reason to believe the mine is in one location and not the other. The rules for determining bomb location apply perfectly to square A or square B.
Now, it occurs to me there may be a higher level of reasoning, which is removed from the simple rules of determining bomb or mine location by an order of magnitude. These rules may have been intentionally or unintentionally built into the program by the programmer. I can't say at this time if there exists another "psychological" set of rules which will work in determining precisely those Undecided Squares.

Some possible meta-rules I've thought of (but wich remain unproven):
- if the game comes down to a corner, and you are wondering if there's a bomb in the corner square, look at the other corners. Do they have bombs? What is the likelihood that there will a board with 0 bombs in the corners?
- look for bomb clusters. Generally, bomb clusters are rare. These are cases of intersecting axes along which bombs will accrue. In other words, you can have a column of 3 bombs high, and 3 bombs wide, but how likely is it that a 2 dimensional rectangle of bombs is formed? Not very likely, I don't think I've ever seen it.
[NOTE: First known person to see a 3x3 mine grid on Expert was Elmar Zimmermann (Germany) on 28 Jan 2003] 

- and ofcourse, there were some human parameters built into the program which give the game personality. The game is NOT inherently random. Take bomb density, for example, in any of the modes (beginner, intermediate, expert). You never get a game where every square is a bomb. They are not usually more than 30% dense with bombs. Why is that?
- Interesting patterns of bombs, but random? never a single straight line of bombs in any one game, but more like fractal-type lines and dots of mines.

well, that's all the rambling I can do for now.
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Jimmy



Sun Oct 26, 2003 4:58 pm 

[NOTE: Jimmy was purpletentacle1977ca ]

Re: minesweeper: observations update 

I have also seen instances where there are 4 squares left, of which 2 are mines. It is either A and D or B and C. In some cases, they form a 2x2 square, sometimes a 3x2 rectangle with the 2 tiles in the middle revealed, and sometimes they all appear in a single row.

Now to the psychological thing... I've often observed that mines tend to be close to each other, and when I'm in a 1-of-2 situation like the one you described, I would open the one that is farther away from any other bombs, though my guess seems to be right only around 50% of
the time.

As for the corner thing, I have seen puzzles where either all or none of the corners are bombs. I don't think one has anything to do with the other. Myself, I tend to open up the corners first thing to minimize the odds of getting stuck later on.

I haven't worked out the odds of there being a straight line of bombs across the board, assuming that the game *is* perfectly random, but it's probably lower odds than you might think.

And the most important point: Average bomb density is definitely *not* random. Haven't you noticed that every puzzle has the exact same number of bombs? 10 for beginner, 40 for intermediate, and 99 for expert. The random decision isn't whether or not to put a mine in any given tile, but rather how to allocate the 99 mines available. And, in case you haven't noticed, that decision isn't made until after you reveal the first tile. The first tile you reveal is *never* a bomb.

I once or twice got 4 seconds in the beginner game, and in those instances, the left side mostly opened up on the first click, and I only had to click on a couple of tiles on the right side to complete the puzzle.

[NOTE: Message 91 was deleted by admin]
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earthboar


Wed Oct 29, 2003 2:07 pm 

Re: minesweeper: observations update 

Beautiful Jimmy.... you're observations make alot of things I'm trying to say clear:

1) set number of bombs, but the placement of the bombs don't appear to be completely random. They are grouped together in "clusters".

2) that the first square you uncover is NEVER a bomb....so that must set the pattern for the rest of the board?

As for my opening style, I like to click on a corner area, I don't know that this is a real advantage however.

I've been searching for the perfect set of rules which allow you to win every time (no matter how long it takes), but I don't think such a rule exists because as you pointed out you can arrive at groups of squares where at least one of two squares will have a bomb, but exactly which of those squares is a bomb will be pure chance.
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ptbear04


Sun Jan 4, 2004 9:01 am 

hello. i've been a minesweeper for a while now, and i'd like to compare my scores with others to see how they stack up. i just completed my best expert score, at 90 seconds. i just knocked off 6 seconds tonight. how does that compare? thank you.
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Jimmy



Mon Jan 5, 2004 4:20 am 

Re: new member 

I mentioned in a previous post that my expert score is 80. It's still 80 today. I also got 4 in beginner and 27 in intermediate, and I've solved a 24x30 board with 197 mines.

95
fabiu26



Mon Feb 16, 2004 11:09 am 

5 - 35 - 105
lot of 5s! LOL

[NOTE: Message 96 was deleted by admin]
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earthboar


Sun Aug 15, 2004 10:09 pm 

This club used to be simply "minesweeper". It was the first and original minesweeper game club on Yahoo, I started it in 1999. When Yahoo clubs turned into Yahoo Groups, they renamed this club "minesweeper2". Jerks. I did a search on Yahoo groups for "minesweeper". Only 10 entries came up. This group was not even in the list.
[NOTE: ‘minesweeper’ was one of 3 minesweeper clubs at Yahoo!, which claims it was founded 8 Mar 2000 making it later than ‘minesweeperclub’ founded on 11 Jan 2000. If really founded it 1999, it would explain why ‘minesweeperclub’ chose its name].

[NOTE: Message 98 was deleted by admin]

99
kydash



Thu Apr 14, 2005 4:21 am 

been a long time since i posted, i tend forget about all the things I have got into on the internet. but anyways, i thought i would update my times...on expert i got 100 even, intermediate is in the 30s and the funniest is beginner because i clicked on just one square and won in 1 second, pure luck. o well, ill take it. Later

100
ambarian3


Tue May 23, 2006 10:16 am 

I am pleased to report that I will never play Minesweeper again! Not because I don't love it, but because I cannot imagine ever beating this: I just cleared a 24x30 matrix with 200 mines.

For what it's worth, the timer read 716 seconds, but that's pretty much irrelevant -- I've never managed to clear one at all in 3 or 4 years of trying. Sometimes for 14 hours at a time.

The odds of clearing one of these are pretty astronomical. For the sake of world industrial productivity, or your career or even your marriage, I recommend you don''t try to beat this.

I'll send you a copy of the PrintScreen of the completed matrix if you'd like to see proof.

cheers all

Chris Ambarian.
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Damien A Moore

Thu May 25, 2006 1:39 pm 

just looking around for minesweeper groups and stumbled across this one...your moderator is correct: it is not listed when you do a straight search for minesweeper. anyways, if any of you guys still come here, i noticed a lot of you have decent scores and it'd be neat if you visited my minesweeper site (www.metanoodle.com/minesweeper) and sent your scores so i can add you all to the rankings. btw...to the girl with 200 mines on 24x30...nice job, there is also a custom ranking. anyways, maybe this letter will get things moving again..the most recent letter seems to be 2004. cheers.

damien
102
earthboar


Fri May 26, 2006 12:35 pm 

Re: minesweeper, of course 

Thanks for the recent scores and posts; we're still here, in wait mode.
