Emails from Brandon Stitt to Damien Moore:

	

	Submitted
	Category
	Comment

	12 Sep 2009
	Custom
	Hello, 

I was playing minesweeper today with a friend, and I decided to go crazy on a custom 9x9 and got it somehow, my friend told me to e-mail you to goet it on the leaderboard here: http://minesweeper.info/custom.php?level=9x9 I attached a screenshot... also, if I need to do it agin to keep the record (like in Drag racing, etc) so you know it's not just pure luck, I can do that also... 

Thanks,
Brandon Stitt.

	19 Sep 2009
	Custom
	http://up.widget.mibbit.com/up/nqxOma5w.bmp
8x8 @ 40

I got bored last night, decided to go all out on 8x8, not expecting to go very far. I spent about 5 hours of straight click-click-BOOM-F2-Repeat. Then I got to about my 6th or 7th click and had to guess quite a bit between squares and somehow pulled out the win! It was THE luckiest minesweeper game I've had. 

Thanks,
Brandon Stitt

	26 Sep 2009
	Custom
	All are using MSX, here are my newest custom records:

8x8 @ 40: http://up.widget.mibbit.com/up/V1pO9pIA.bmp 9x9 @ 40: http://up.widget.mibbit.com/up/diSqloId.bmp 16x16 @ 90: http://up.widget.mibbit.com/up/tHvHbkDv.bmp 16x30 @ 150: http://up.widget.mibbit.com/up/E7FbmuNu.bmp 24x30 @ 220: http://up.widget.mibbit.com/up/3DgqUivP.bmp Total: 540 Mines

	30 Sep 2009
	Custom
	24x30 @ 240: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhRwE5Ur2Pw
16x30 @ 170: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ejSA9pZSuMM
All info needed is in the description. I also have other records and scores that haven't been updated to the leaderboards.

Thanks,
Brandon Stitt

	10 Oct 2009
	Custom
	Thanks for the reply.
I completely understand where you are coming from about this, I have had the same experiences with racing games, etc, with the world record leaderboards. 

"I notice that on your YouTube videos, especially the 170 mines 16x30 and the 240 mines 24x30 you carefully move the cursor over every possible square when you have to guess."

I have figured out a (maybe) new way of determining what would be normal guess situation on high density. When I come to a dead end, and lets say there's a 50/50 chance somewhere, I pick one square out randomly and play on it in my mind. If I come to a place where it doesn't work out, maybe with only one possible mine on a two, then I know that the original square I started with can't be a mine. When I do all this in my mind, it helps to run my mouse over every square as if I'm actually playing it through. In complete guess situations, like when mines have encircled a corner with 2 squares left and one mine, I use an algorythm I developed that works quite well for me. Check out the picture I attached...if the right square is empty, then the number will be an 8. If the left square is empty, then the number will be a 5. Here's the algorythm I use:

IF (number of total mines) / (number of total squares) > (average of all open numbers on board) / 7.65
THEN pick the higher number to be open

IF (number of total mines) / (number of total squares) < (average of all open numbers on board) / 7.65
THEN pick the lower number to be open

This works for me quite well, and in combination with the above way I described, I can get past most would-be guess situations.

	25 Feb 2011
	Custom
	I have been visiting your minesweeper site for a while now, and would like to join your custom ranking leaderboards here: http://www.minesweeper.info/custom.php

I am using Minesweeper X, and have 3 replays saved right now in .mvr file format. How do I submit these replays to have my name and scores to be put on the rankings? 

Thank you for your time. :)
Brandon

	19 Mar 2011
	Custom
	I would like to join your Minesweeper Custom Density Leaderboards, I have saved four replays (all attached) in MVR file format, using the Minesweeper X Clone.

Name: Brandon Stitt
Country: USA, NV
Records: 22 mines on 8x8, 35 mines on 9x9, 64 mines on 16x16, and 125 mines on 16x30.

I would really appreciate if you could get those added to the leaderboards. 

Thanks,
Brandon

	27 Mar 2011
	Custom
	Thanks Damien! I like your overall ranking leaderboard, nice idea with that. It's relatively new if I'm not mistaken? I attached a 25 mines on 8x8 that I just got, it's close to the density of my 9x9 that I got lucky on. I'm trying 165 on 24x30, but I always end up guessing wrong on a 50/50 chance. 

You probably noticed, but I'm really slow at Minesweeper. I'm getting a little better, but being on a laptop doesn't help much. And I love high density boards, as frustrating as they can be sometimes.

	28 Mar 2011
	Custom
	Just got 160 mines @ 24x30 to get on the Overall Custom World Ranking with a total of 409 mines. I attached the new 24x30 record and the 25 mines at 8x8 from my last e-mail if you didn't get that.

	05 Apr 2011
	Custom
	Well, I've been laughing my ass off because of what just happened. I got bored of trying 180 on 24x30, so I set it to 8x8 with 60 mines. After a few hundred tries, I got side by side two's on an edge, and solved it from there by working it out. HAHAHAHA. I attached that epic lucky replay and one I got earlier, 170 @ 24x30.

Name: Brandon Stitt
Country: USA, NV
Date: April 5, 2011

	22 Apr 2011
	Comments
	So if I did 50 mines, it wouldn't count? :P I've been going for 185 for 2 weeks straight now, and have gotten down to less than 5 mines 21 times. GRR hahah. Where do you recommend that I start a 24x30 or 16x30 game? I've been starting in the upper left corner for a while now, but just started trying to start in the middle today and I think I've been getting better starts. Those 50/50 guesses are killing me!

	13 Jul 2011
	Scores
	Yeah, it's a huge jump from my last submission. Danny Marden and I (who've been friends for years now) have been racing to 200 ever since he got 195, and I got really lucky here at the end. Replay is attached.

	23 Jul 2011
	Custom
	I attached 75 @ 16x16 and 140 @ 16x30 replays. Both of them ended in quite a few lucky guesses.

Also for the next update: there's a 128 mine listed under 16x16 but it's on 16x30. 

Thanks for running these leaderboards! They're really the only reason I keep playing. The challenge of improving my overall ranking makes it fun. So thank you. :)

	24 Jul 2011
	Custom
	Attached. Brings my total to 31+35+75+140+200 = 481

	28 Jul 2011
	Custom
	Woooooo! Finally got it! I can't believe it. I attached my replay on 39 mines on 9x9, done on July 27

	29 Jul 2011
	Custom
	I just got 80 on 16x16, and because of so many new records I've had since the last update I figured I'd make it easy for you and I just attached all of them.

	30 Jul 2011
	Custom
	36 mines on 8x8!!! Looks like my patience has paid off. I was bored of trying 210 and decoded to go for 36 while watching TV, this was probably 100-200 tries in and I couldn't believe my luck after that.

Looks like my method of finding nice open boards is working. This puts my total to 495 - Can't wait to join the 500 club! I attached the replay.

	04 Aug 2011
	Custom
	Yeah, I understand your skepticism. I'm playing for seriously like 5-8 hours a day, maybe more some days. It's summer vacation before I go to college in mid September so I have absolutely nothing to do. My strategy for openings is to click-look-F2 as quick as I can, and when I find a large opening like those 2 boards I stop and figure out how many open spaces are left which helps me know what to guess and how to play the board. As for them being both 8s pauses it's pure coincidence I guess. 

As for pausing at 50/50's or guesses, I don't know why I do that. I like to skip guessing situations because if I get to the end and lose, I feel like I can do it again until I win it. I think it's more of a mental thing, like I get a morale boost getting to the end no matter what happens. I think I pause to think about ways I've previously guessed and how it could go. Again, I know it's completely random but it's something I do. 

if you don't want to accept my 36 and 39 I understand, just tell me what to do so you're completely certain it's legit when I go for 38 and 42. ;)

Also, congrats on 1 million page views!

	06 Aug 2011
	Custom
	I made a new email account because the other one didn't use my name and it wouldn't let me change it... (also 732 is my favorite number)

I attached my new replay of 85 mines on 16x16, I now join the 500 club with now 9 members. Like my 200 win on 24x30, this one ended in a 33:66 guess in the bottom right corner, so I went with the same guess as in my 200 - far left square, and won. 

I'll probably be going for 38, 42, 145, or 210 next. Not sure which one though.

	08 Aug 2011
	Custom
	I don't really worry about time seeing as I'm playing on a laptop - and I'm really clumsy with a mouse. Did you start out doing speed or density? I knew you were top few in the world ranking but I watched your 218 replay and couldn't hardly follow any of it. You must think I'm really slow! Also, your 90 on 16x16 replay/picture isn't working...

I have a serious question about Custom though: are more dense starts usually better or worse for the 3 larger boards? Obviously for the smaller ones it depends, but I used to think more dense starts were better... until I got this replay that I attached. I usually start in the corner because it tends to give me more dense starts and easier endings, but this one started with a huge opening. I thought it wouldn't go far and was in disbelief the entire game, but it made me think... if it starts with a big opening or very undense start, wouldn't there be a better possibility for mines to cluster up and give a lower 3BV game? 

I think I'm maxed out (for now) on the 8x8, 9x9, and 16x16, and 16x30 isn't working out well, so I'll have to try 24x30. I'm hoping to be able to go for 210 and jump up to 3rd. 

I attached my 90 on 16x16 replay - inspired by watching Friedman's 92.

	11 Aug 2011
	Custom
	Attached my 215 mines on 24x30 replay.

WHEW, it's nice to have that one done with. I think I learned something interesting here though. When I started from the corner, it was hard for me to get started and when I did, it wasn't very dense. Which for me, defeats the purpose of starting from the corner, which is to start relatively dense and make the end easier. When I started from the top edge, which most of those sub100left fails are in that pic I attached are, I got further but it ended too dense. When I started in the middle it usually did start easy, but spread out nicely resulting in less guessing and a more consistently dense board. On the game I won, it was one of the lowest 3BV boards I'd seen for a while at 285, and starting where I did was really the only thing that would work - starting from the top left corner would open up but be quickly too dense and closed in, and starting in the middle top edge would die quickly the was I start there. So I think middle starts are the way to go now. Is it usually the same way for you? 

Next goal for me is 150 - you better start making improvements or you'll be beat by 2 Brandons. ;)

I did miss 8-10 boards in that picture, I actually started wondering what I'd get first - 215 sub100 fails or winning 215. 

And that game was won at 3am - after a whole night of determined minesweeping. I was telling myself I wouldn't go to sleep until I beat it. Hahaha

	27 Aug 2011
	Custom
	Long story short, we did a density tournament in the IRC chat today on 8x8 and I could not for the life of me get 25 mines using Arbiter. It took me like an hour and I still don't know why it seemed so hard. While I was trying Fritz told me he was suspicious of something (idk why or what he was talking about) and he said he wanted me to upload videos of me trying and send him the replay when I finished. I did do that but by then he was gone. I don't have his email and tomorrow I leave for a 4 day fishing trip, and where we're going there's no phone service and no internet. 

So just pass along these links and the replay I attached to him. Thanks!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXH6giY5Dhs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYsn25tjv64

To you: I read on the wiki and in the downloads info that MSX, Clone 2007, Viennasweeper, and Arbiter 48.5 are the only official clones and Arbiter 48.5 is the most trusted and reliable, and also the most preffered used in the world ranking and custom ranking. Any improvements in density I make will be using Arbiter from now on, and I also plan on going for speed once I get my new laptop and mouse (should be here on Sept. 6). I've been practicing NF speed and FL IOE, I've gotten 1.XX IOE on beg and int and 0.98 on exp. I'm going to try to get on the NF world ranking first I think then work on getting faster using flags and chording.


